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Interesting activity or event to add to next month’s report?
CONTACT YOUR SCHOOL’S CLC REPRESENTATIVE!
CPS, Harmony, MGS, St. Willibrord, HSB, Nova - Anthony Spadaccino
Gault Institute - Brooke Wilson
CVR, CVCEC - Kim Wilson
Heritage, HAECC - Heidi Niven
Franklin, Hemmingford, Howick, OES - Lianne Finnie

The Community Learning Centre (CLC) approach is the creation and promotion of partnerships which provide a range of
services and activities, during and after the school day, to help meet the needs of our learners, their families and the wider
community. The aim is to support the holistic development of our students, families and communities.
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During the last week of February, Reptiles from Pete’s Pets
visited Heritage Elementary. Some students and a staff were
brave enough to get up close and personal with the snakes,
spiders and lizards!

Regional CLC Meeting

The NFSB Community Learning Centre team hosted a meeting in March with principals,
teachers and community development agents (CDA) from all schools and centres. This
day gave school teams opportunities to have rich conversations on future developments
of the CLC approach, and initiatives in their schools and communities.

Place aux Jeunes Haut-Saint-Laurent

This school-community partnership with
Place aux Jeunes and the Community
Learning Centre brought eight professional potential residents from Montreal and
Québec City to the Haut-Saint-Laurent.
They spent a weekend discovering our region, and as the theme of the weekend was
“Education”, one day was spent touring
NFSB Schools and Centres. The group also
toured farms, shops, restaurants and so
much more! Click here to see more of their story!
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Saint-Patrick’s
Day Parade

On March 25, our
Chateauguay schools
and the NOVA Career
Centre participated
in the Chateauguay
Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade. A big thank
you to the schools
and community
members that came
out to show their
support!
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Howard S. Billings
HSB’s WOTP students enjoyed a day in
the sun, experiencing a true Cabane à
Sucre visit!

Grade 11 IB students held their annual Personal Project Showcase on
March 28 at HSB. Each student’s project was the culmination of over ten months of

research and work in a area of personal interest. Projects touched upon a wide range
of topics such as writing, music, mental health, sports and fitness, just to name a few.
Students gathered in the Mosher Auditorium Foyer to share their work with visitors to the
showcase, answering questions about their project topics as well as how completing the
personal project contributed to their personal growth.

HSB’s NEST (Native Education Support Team)
and The Black History Month Committee
participated in McGill’s Youth Day, hearing
from three different faculties and getting the
chance to practice sutures and experiment
with virtual reality!
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Howick Elementary

Students from Howick Elementary School received a visit from Falcon Ed,
an educational program specializing in the art of modern falconry, training
birds of prey, and more. Three special guests were brought to the school:
a kestrel falcon, a barn owl, and a great horned owl. Students had the
opportunity to dissect pellets to learn what parts of food birds cannot
digest.
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Just before March Break, teachers at
Howick prepared a wide range of activities
for the students to enjoy including a photo
booth, a snowball game, bowling in the
gym, fabrication of masks, fortune telling,
a candy jar estimation game, Dance Dance,
and so much more!

On March 29, our school nurse from the
Huntingdon CLSC, visited students in
Grades 5 and 6 to promote sexual health
education.
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St.Willibrord

Janice Young, Irish Dancing instructor gave her time on March 15 to teach St. Willibrord
students an introduction to Irish Dancing. The entire school had a great time following
Janice and her sidekicks, learning and perfecting the art of Irish Dance.

On February 28, staff and students
joined the Anti-Bullying Day and
wore pink to show their support!

Gilles Cloutier’s Bootcamp held a
fundraising event to donate money
back to St. Willibrord as part of their
school-community partnership!
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MGS

As part of MGS’ Anti-Bullying week, Luca “Lazy-Legz” Patuelli visited the school
to speak to students about his motto “No Excuses, No Limits”.
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Between 8 and 9 pm on March 24 was Earth Hour
In recoginition of Earth Hour, MGS turned off all of the lights between
2 and 3 o’clock on March 23. Earth Hour started in Australia in 2007 to
demonstrate the impact that climate change and pollution has had on
wildlife. Since then, 50 million people in 35 countries have shown their
support.
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Harmony

On March 21, students had the pleasure of having Montreal IMPACT players,
Evan Bush and James Pantemis, visit the school with mascot TAC-TIK. The
IMPACT players presented their personal and professional journeys, and the
importance of perseverance.

Harmony School would like to thank
everyone who attended the dance on
March 23 and donated non-perishable
food items for the Chateauguay Food
Bank. Mr. Dodds, representative from the
Food Bank was very thankful when he
came to pick up the bags of food!
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Harmony’s March Assembly celebrated
I Love to Read week and Saint-Patrick’s Day!

Montérégie West Community Network
(MWCN) member Maria Friozzi visited
classrooms at Harmony, providing
information on guide dog etiquette. A
great activity in teaching the students
about how to interact with working
dogs and their purpose.
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Gault

Gault’s Career Fair was a major
success! Gault, St.Willibrord and HAECC
students enjoyed the interactive kiosks
showing different career paths. This
day would not have been possible
without the involvement of community
members and our NFSB vocational
trade programs. Thank you everyone!

Gault students made Easter Bunnies out of food! Community
partner, Jardins Nitro, provided the apples for the rabbit’s head,
the bananas for ears, carrots for the whiskers and blueberries
for the nose and eyes.
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Gault’s library is now open during lunch hour,
thanks to senior community members who
are volunteering their time. Students get to
sit back and relax, play cards, use tablets
and most importantly, read! A fun learning
experience for both our students and our
volunteers.

Planting Oak Trees!

Mr. Poupard from Crivert, a Suroit-area ecological group, visited
the school, teaching students about trees in our region and why
they so are important. Each student received an oak tree seed
and planted it in a water bottle. Students will tend to their seeds
until June when when they transplant them into the ground and
watch a new oak tree grow.
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HAECC

HAECC’s Options Classes were happy to attend Gault’s Career Fair on March 23.
Students were able to learn and try out different trade and career paths including
Welding, Horticulture, Cooking, RCMP officer, Firefighter, Mechanic and so much
more! The most popular one for students was the local Fire Department; our students
had so much fun trying on gear and sitting in the truck!
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After a couple of outings where
Horticulture program students embraced
the cold, wind and snow to observe the
local evergreen trees, the students decided
to bring the outside in! In the Maintenance
Modules in the classroom, they learn the
names and needs of annuals, perennials,
shrubs, vines and trees.
HAECC hosted a Team Spirit Day in
support of Huntingdon Kraft Hockeyville.
All staff and students were asked to wear
their favourite hockey team apparel.
Way to go Huntingdon on being top 4 in
Canada! Check out the HAECC video!
HAECC staff and students took part in
National Pink Shirt Day. This initiative
opens conversations about bullying and
why it is not tolerated in our schools and
centres. Thank you to the staff who took
the time to talk to our students about this
important campaign.
HAECC staff are being trained to better
support students with mental health
issues. Over the past couple of years, we
have created partnerships with the CISSS
and social workers and now have a nurse
in our building one day a week. Our staff
is learning about addiction, how violence
affects students, and what defines healthy
relationships.
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This month, Café teacher Marie-Claire and
her team prepared a Sugar Shack lunch for
all students and staff. This meal included
pancakes, hash browns, ham, eggs, toast
and plenty of maple syrup! The meal was
topped off with brownies and homemade
maple sugar cones. A big thanks to all who
helped make this a success!
On March 29, HAECC along with the
Huntingdon, Godmanchester and
Hinchinbrooke Fire Departments hosted a
Blood Donor Clinic with Hema Quebec. Each
year our Centre is inspired by our students
who line up to give blood, and the pride taken
by those who are giving blood for the first
time! A total of 115 donations were made.
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The luck of the Irish was everywhere at HAECC leading up to St Patrick’s Day. To kick off the week,
Laurie’s SIS class decorated the hallways with pots of gold and leprechauns. Next, the class, along
with our partner Melissa’s Sunshine Camp held a (non-alcoholic) beer tasting activity. Finally, to
end the week all our students wore green and enjoyed taking pictures in our photo booth!

Sustainable Actions Towards a
Better Environment

Our Options Class has been recycling
computers and other electronics this
past year with tremendous success. To
lessen the environmental footprint,
students are doing assignments, sharing
resources, collaborating, participating in
discussions, receiving feedback, organizing
assignments and managing their agendas,
all PAPERLESS! The recent purchase of
new laptops at HAECC has given students a
chance to work with their own laptops and
toward a greener future, while enhancing
and facilitating their learning through
technology.
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During the last week
of February, Reptiles
from Pete’s Pets visited
Heritage Elementary.
Some students and a staff
were brave enough to get
up close and personal with
the snakes, spiders and
lizards!
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Each month at Heritage, a staff member is responsible for the front entrance bulletin
board. Thus far, we have had some incredible boards created by our staff. This month,
Mrs. Harper and her choir created the March board with the theme of music. Great job
everyone!

Heritage participated in
National Pink Shirt day for AntiBullying! Many thanks to our
teachers for encouraging their
students to stand up to bullies.
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This month’s Character Pillar was RESPECT.
Heritage held an assembly in which students were encouraged to present something pertaining to Respect. Mrs. Harper’s
Choir sang and students were recognized
for showing signs of respect in the last
term. Next month the Assembly will be
about Responsibility!
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This month, Heritage was treated to a play
presented by Geordie Productions titled
“The Mountains”. The play was about a
young girl who must find her way in an
unfamiliar world. Themes covered included fear, bullying and hope. Students were
excited to see this play come to life in their
gym and year-after-year, Geordie productions does not disappoint!
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CVR’s Intergenerational Café –
Teenagers Yesterday & Today

Ms. Strzyz’ Grade 11 Ethics classes were
taught interviewing skills by the Chateauguay
Valley Historical Society (CVHS) president, Ken
Dolphin. Following the lesson, community
members and seniors were invited to our
“café”, where students interviewed the
guests and completed a written report. Upon
completion of their assignments, the CVHS is
hoping to have some of the students’ work
published in this year’s Historical Journal.

Financial Literacy

Do I want a credit card in the future?
Our Financial Literacy classes at CVR are
studying different aspects of finances. CPA
volunteer Jessica Lefebvre offered a workshop
on Good Debt vs Bad Debt. Students now have
a better understanding of the importance of
credit and how to keep their finances in the
green!

Parkinson’s Disease 101

Thanks to the Montérégie West Community Network (MWCN), the Chateauguay Valley
Community Learning Centre was able to host a workshop on Parkinson’s Disease at
Walshhaven in Ormstown. This was a first Lunch & Learn activity for this area and we are
looking forward to hosting more in the future.
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Target Your Future
CVR’s Grade 11 Target Your Future
Class and the Work Oriented Training
Path students were visited by many
of our NFSB Trades throughout the
month of March. After all the trades
visit CVR, students will be able to
choose one program and participate in
a “student for a day” activity.

Bubble Soccer & Carnival Week
There was something for everyone at CVR’s Winter Carnival!
Cooking, crafts, coding, lazer tag, skiing and many more activities.
Students and staff alike enjoyed playing bubble soccer in the gym.
Try kicking a soccer ball, while inside a giant bubble, being bumped
around from all sides. We would like to thank Maison des Jeunes
Huntingdon for lending us the Bubble Soccer equipment.
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CVCEC Sending Two Landscaping Operations Students to the
Provincial Vocational Olympiads in Montreal, May 2 to 5.
Fazeel-Ahmad Nabizad and Jimmy Côté will proudly represent the Montérégie during
this great event! Trainer David Archambault and Department Head Debbie Dohmen
are training the students for the event and will accompany them to the competition.

Babysitting Course
Health Care teachers, Debbie Templeton,
Bev Tannahill and Kim Tannahill hosted 12
students for this year’s annual Canadian
Safety Council Babysitting Course at CVCEC.
Throughout the three sessions, students
learned about child behaviour, emergency preparedness, first aid/CPR and many
other tips that will help make their future
babysitting experiences safer.
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Alzheimer and/or Dementia Training
and Support Group for Family Caregivers
CVCEC partnered with the Alzheimer Society Suroit to host a six-week session for the
public on Alzheimer and Dementia. Participants received information about taking
care of a family member affected by these
illnesses.
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The Health, Assistance and Nursing and Assistance in Health Care Facilities students took a trip
into Montreal to the restaurant Onoir as part of the Competency 5, Healthy Relationships learning. This restaurant is designed where customers eat in total darkness, the waiters serving the
tables are visually impaired. It was a unique experience and a great learning tool as students
experienced what it’s like to be without their sight. Our waiter Maurice talked openly about his
life as a blind person and his experiences working at Onoir. This lesson helps students to better
understanding their patients with vision problems.

LEEDers in the House!
Our LEED plaque (LEED = Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design)
has arrived at the CVCEC! This is a
tribute to the staff and students who
made the Our House project a great
success!
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Franklin

Franklin Elementary School
students have been practicing
curling at the school with
their new indoor curling set.
Thanks to the Huntingdon
Curling Club, our Grades
1 through 6 were able to
experience a real curling
game with an outing to
the curling rink.
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NOVA

“Sweets of Spring” Bake Sale
Spring is here and Nova celebrated
with a “Sweets of Spring” bake sale in
March, organized by the Student Life
Committee. There was something for
everyone. Funky music set the mood and
it took no time to sell the tasty treats. In
addition, those who purchased goodies
received tickets to win a giant chocolate
bunny. Everyone had a great time and the
proceeds of the bake sale will go towards
the Breakfast Club.

The Wahta Maple Festival Event
Nova celebrated the traditional and timely
Indigenous “Wahta” Festival. This is a
tradition that signals the coming of Spring.
Every year, the Kahnawake community
gather in Longhouses to ask for the trees
to wake from sleep and provide the people
of the Earth its sweet medicine. The elders
believe this act puts water into the trees.
NOVA celebrated this event by having
Calvin Jacobs present on the significance
of Maple in Kanien’kehá ka Culture. This
presentation was followed by a sugar shack
lunch where there was joyous dancing
prepared by Curran Jacobs and students.

The Hairdressing Program at the NOVA
Career Centre is a proud partner with
Green Circle Salons. So far this two-year
partnership seen several pounds of waste
be sent to the processing facilities, keeping
it out of landfill spaces and water streams.

life@NFSB

MARCH 2018

Hemmingford

Students from our Pre-k and
Kindergarten have been enjoying their
new outdoor kitchen, playing with
real pots and pans as part of exploring
their environment.
Franklin Elementary School tried a
new approach with parent-teacher
interviews this spring. Interviews were
held over two evenings rather than an
evening and morning to try to increase
parent-accessibility.
Students from Pre-k and Kindergarten
continue to welcome “guest mystery
readers” in their classroom. This
past month, both Mr. James Walker,
principal, and Ms. Marie Shewchuck,
parent, read stories to the students.
We cannot wait to see who will join us
next month!
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Our Grade 5 and 6 students, supported
by student teacher Ms. Sarah Enright,
held school-wide activities for Pink
Shirt Day at Franklin.
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Hemmingford Elementary School

Hemmingford’s Student Leadership and Staff organized a
wonderful Pink Shirt Day assembly and activities.

Congratulations to all the students who participated in our public speaking event in partnership with the Women’s Institute. Every student who courageously went on stage to
speak received a certificate of participation. A special thanks to Mrs. Ellerton, Mrs. Marlin,
and Mr. Kyle for judging, making the certificates, and providing the prizes.

Hemmingford Elementary School hosted its annual Spaghetti Supper at the
Hemmingford Golf Club on March 24. The event organised by our PPO supports the
purchase of materials for the school, student activities, and field trips. Thank you to
everyone who supported our school!
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Take What You Need

Sometimes we have good days or bad days, or maybe just need some love
and encouragement to get through the day! Hemmingford Elementary made a
bulletin board to support the staff and students.
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